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Attention: 
 
South Dakota law requires all motorists from any direction approaching an authorized emergency vehicle making use of red visual 
signals, to come to a complete stop before reaching the stopped emergency vehicle and may, unless otherwise directed, proceed 
with caution only after making sure it is safe to do so. 
 
South Dakota law also requires all motorists from any direction approaching any stopped vehicle making use of 

amber, yellow 

or 
blue warning lights to do the following: 
 
Á When motorists are travelling on South Dakota interstates or highways with two or more lanes travelling in the same direction 

as the authorized emergency vehicle, merge into the lane farthest from the vehicle at least three hundred feet before the 
vehicle and proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed. 

Á On two lane highways, at least three hundred feet before the vehicle, motorists must slow to a speed that is at least twenty 
miles per hour less than the posted speed limit or five miles per hour when the speed limit is posted at twenty miles per hour or 
less and proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed. 

Emergency vehicles include, but are not limited to, law enforcement vehicles, ambulances and fire department vehicles. 

A violation of this law is a class 2 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine and/or time in county jail. 

South Dakota Codified Law 32-31-6.1 

Any person who, while violating 32-31-6.1, causes an accident is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor if the accident is with a stopped 
emergency vehicle making use of its red visual signals, or any stopped vehicle making use of 

amber

, 

yellow

, or blue warning lights. 
 
South Dakota Codified Law 32-31-6.2  
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¢ƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
 

About This Manual 
 
This manual gives you information on safe driving rules and practices to help you become a safe driver. Be sure to read the manual 
carefully and completely. Unless you know the information contained in this manual, you cannot pass the knowledge test. 
 
If you want a license to drive a commercial motor vehicle, you will need to read the Commercial Driver License (CDL) Manual. If you 
want a license to drive a motorcycle, you will need to read the Motorcycle Manual. 
 

Licensing Requirements 
 

The Driver License 
Anyone who operates a motor vehicle or a motor-driven cycle on public roadways in South Dakota is required to have a driver 
license. If you have a valid out of state non-commercial license, you are required to apply for a South Dakota driver license within 90 
days of establishing residency in South Dakota. If you are a CDL holder, you must apply for a South Dakota license within 30 days of 
establishing residency in South Dakota. South Dakota law states that every licensee shall always have their driver license in their 
immediate possession when operating a motor vehicle. 
 
Non-residents who are at least 16 years of age can drive on a valid operator license from their home state. 
 
You may obtain a driver license if you: 

¶ Are at least 14 years of age 

¶ Provide the required documents 

¶ Have parent/guardian consent if under the age of 18 (required for every application completed) 

¶ Pass the required driver license test(s) 

¶ Turn in all existing driver license(s) or identification card(s) 

¶ Do not currently have suspended, revoked, or denied driving privileges in South Dakota or any other state 

¶ Have not been found by a court to be mentally incompetent, alcoholic, or a habitual user of illegal drugs 

¶ Have no unpaid fines for moving traffic violations 

¶ Are in this country legally 

¶ Are from a foreign country and can show U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) documents with the dates of 
legal presence in the United States 

 

DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS (photocopies are not acceptable) 
Every time you apply for a driver license/identification card an application and resident address documents are required. You may 
obtain an application at the exam station or on our website at https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing. 
 
Renewal of a driver license or ID card (must have a star on the front): 

1. A driver license or ID card (with star on the front) 
2. Two documents proving physical address in South Dakota (must be less than one year old) 
3. Non-U.S. citizens and transfers from other states must provide proof of lawful status in the U.S. (such as U.S. Certified Birth 

Certificate, U.S. Passport/Passport Card, Certificate of Citizenship/Naturalization, Permanent Resident Card, Employment 
Authorization Card, or foreign Passport with a Visa/I-94) 

4. If your name has changed from your current driver license or ID card, you will need to provide proof of the name change 
(Marriage Certificate, Divorce Decree, or Court Order) 

 
Replacement of a South Dakota driver license or ID card (had a star on the front): 

1. U.S. Certified Birth Certificate, valid U.S. Passport/Passport Card, Certificate of Citizenship/Naturalization, valid Permanent 
Resident Card, valid Employment Authorization Card, or foreign passport with a U.S. Visa/I-94 

2. Second document proving identity (such as social security card, W-2 form, military ID, tribal ID, or another document 
approved by examiner) 

3. Two documents proving physical address in South Dakota (must be less than one year old) 
4. If your name has changed you will need to provide proof of the name change (marriage certificate, divorce decree, or court 

order) 

https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing
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New South Dakota driver license or ID card (includes transfer from another state*): 
1. One document proving your date of birth, identity and lawful status or presence. If possible, select a document that has your 

current full legal name to avoid documenting any name change. 
 

ω±ŀƭƛŘΣ ǳƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ¦Φ{Φ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ /ŀǊŘ ω¦ƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊŘ όCƻǊƳ L-766) 
ω/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀ .ƛǊǘƘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
the United States. It must be a certified copy and have 
the stamp or raised seal of the issuing authority. A 
hospital-issued certificate is not acceptable. A Certified 
Birth Certificate issued by Puerto Rico must be certified 
as being issued on or after July 1, 2010. 
ω/ƻƴǎǳƭŀǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ .ƛǊǘƘ !ōǊƻŀŘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 
Department of State (Form FS-240, DS-1350 or FS-545) 

ω¦ƴŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǊŘ όCƻǊƳ L-551) 
ωRecord of Arrival and Departure (I-94) with attached 
ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ ά¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ tǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ [ŀǿŦǳƭ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 
wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ 
ωRecord of Arrival and Departure (I-фпύ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άwŜŦǳƎŜŜΣέ 
άtŀǊƻƭŜŜέ ƻǊ ά!ǎȅƭŜŜέ 
ωUnexpired foreign Passport accompanied by the approved 
I-фп ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ Ƴƻst recent admittance into 
the United States.  

ω/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ όCƻǊƳ b-550, N-570 or N-
578) 
ωCertificate of Citizenship (Form N-560, N-561 or N-
645) 

ω±ŀƭƛŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άtǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ L-ррмέ 
ωtŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ wŜŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ όI-327) 
ωwŜŦǳƎŜŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ όL-571) 
 

*¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻǊ L5 ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άwŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ Řriver 
license or ID card (must have a star on the frontύέ. 
 
2.  Check your name. Is your current full legal name different from the name listed on the identity document you are providing in 

step 1? Were you previously issued a South Dakota driver license or ID card with a name different from that listed on the 
identity document in step 1? If you answered yes to one or both questions above, you must provide a document proving your 
name change. If not, go to number 3. 

 
To prove your name change, bring documents that connect the name on the identity document you selected to your current full 
legal name. Select the documents you will use (this can be more than one if needed to connect the name listed on your identity 
document to your current name).  

¶ Certified Marriage Certificate 

¶ Court Order under petition for name change 

¶ Court Order for name change in a Divorce Decree or Decree of Annulment 

¶ Court Order for name change in a Decree of Adoption 
 
Any Marriage Certificate must be issued by the state office of vital statistics or equivalent agency in the state or country of marriage. 
It must be a certified copy and have the stamp or raised seal of the issuing authority. A church, chapel or similarly issued certificate is 
not acceptable. 
 
Any Court Order must contain your prior full legal name, your court-ordered full legal name, your date of birth, and be stamped with 
the official court seal (date stamps and file stamps are not the official court seals). Photocopies and faxes are not acceptable. 
 
3. Provide proof of your Social Security number (SSN). Select one document from the list below that contains your current name 

and full SSN. 
ωSocial Security Card 
ωW-2 form 
ωSocial Security Administration 1099 form 
ωNon-Social Security Administration 1099 form 
ωPaystub 

ωI am a temporary foreign national not authorized for 
employment. (You do not have to document an SSN, but South 
Dakota will verify your USCIS number. Make sure you are not 
authorized for employment. If you are eligible for employment but 
do not have an SSN, you are required to obtain and present one. 

Note that we are prohibited from accepting any other documents to prove SSN. 

 
4. Two documents proving physical address in South Dakota (less than one year old). A ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

a minor child. TƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ. 
ωUtility bill ω.ŀƴƪ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
ωtŀȅ ǎǘǳō ƻǊ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ωMortgage document 
ωwŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ω¢ŀȄ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 
ωtƘone bill ωIƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎκǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ω¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ωhǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊ 
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People Who Travel Full Time 
If you are using a South Dakota mail forwarding address, a residency affidavit must be completed. You will also need to provide a 
receipt from a South Dakota hotel/motel, campground or RV park to prove one night of stay within the last year as well as ONE 
DOCUMENT (no more than ONE year old) proving your personal mailbox (PMB) service address (receipt from the PMB business or a 
piece of mail with your PMB address on it). If you have friends or family in South Dakota and plan to use their address, you can 
complete and follow the instructions on the Consent for Use of Address form. You can find these forms at the following link: 
https://dps.sd.gov/resource-library. Note that if you maintain a residence in another state, you do not qualify as a full-time traveler. 
 
Veterans 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘeir 
South Dakota driver license or ID. In addition to the documents listed previously, they will need to present one of the following: 
 

¶ DD-214 Form which shows honorable discharge status from active duty 

¶ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǾŜǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ honorable status 

¶ DD Form 2 (Retired) 

¶ DD Form 2A (Reserve Retired) 

¶ NGB Form 22 
 

If you are unable to obtain any of the required documents, please contact our office at DPSLicensingInfo@state.sd.us or 
at 605-773-6883 to see if exceptions are available: 

 

Selective Service Requirements 
Registering with the Selective Service is required for young men to stay eligible for Federal Student Aid, Job Training and 
Government Jobs. Any male applicant aged 18 to 25 must submit on his application that he has registered with the Selective Service, 
or that he is authorizing the Department of Public Safety to forward to the Selective Service the personal information necessary to 
register. For more information regarding Selective Service Registration, contact Selective Service at 1-888-655-1825. 
 

Fees (subject to change) 
Regular Driver License or Instruction Permit (upgrade, new, renewal, or transfer from out-of-state) ........... $28.00 
Identification Card (new, renewal or transfer from out of state) ..................................................................... $28.00 
Address change, Name change, or a Replacement Driver License or Identification Card ................................ $15.00 
Motorcycle Instruction Permit (new license or within renewal period) ........................................................... $28.00 
Conversion of a Motorcycle Instruction Permit ................................................................................................ $28.00 
Conversion of a CDL Instruction Permit ............................................................................................................ $33.00 
Commercial Driver License renewal, Instruction Permit, or transfer from out-of-state) ................................. $33.00 
Commercial Driver License Endorsement test(s) .............................................................................................. $15.00 each 
 
The fee for a Commercial Driver License does not include the skill (drive) test. The skill test must be conducted by a third-party tester 
and the tester may charge up to $90 plus tax for testing. 
 
For testing purposes, the fee allows you three attempts to pass a test within a 6-month period. After 3 attempts, or 6-months, the 
fee must be paid again. (SDCL 32-12-2) 
 
A proration of fees is given to applicants under 21 years of age who are being issued less than a 5-year license. 
 

²Ƙƻ /ŀƴΩǘ DŜǘ ŀ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΚ 
¶ Persons under 14 years of age. 

¶ Persons who have a license or driving privilege withdrawal in South Dakota or any other state. 

¶ Persons who have accumulated child support arrearages of $1,000 or more. (These people may be eligible for one 6-month 
temporary license.) 

¶ Persons present illegally in the U.S. 

¶ Persons who have been determined medically or psychologically unfit to drive. 
 

 
 

http://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing/documents/CONSENTFORUSEOFSOUTHDAKOTAADDRESS7-20-10_001.pdf
https://dps.sd.gov/resource-library
mailto:DPSLicensingInfo@state.sd.us
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Types of 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘǎ 
 
Instruction Permit (Under 18 years of age) ς To obtain an Instruction Permit, you must be at least 14 years of age and pass the 
vision and knowledge tests. The permit is valid for five years or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid documents 
authorizing ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., whichever occurs first. Minors at least 14 years of age, but less than 18 years of age, 
must hold the valid permit continuously for 275 days (180 days if successful completion [score of 80% or better on both written and 
driving portions of driver education] of an approved Department of Education driver education course) prior to upgrading the permit 
to a wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ ƻǊ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ The cost is $28.00. 
 
*Restrictions: Drive under adult supervision.  The adult must be a parent/ legal guardian ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
and at least one year of driving experience.  The adult must be seated beside the Instruction Permit holder.  The driver must 
complete 50 hours of adult supervised driving on an Instruction Permit (must include 10 hours in inclement weather and 10 hours 
after dark). 
 
Instruction Permit holders may not use any type of wireless communication device while operating a motor vehicle upon public 
ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ ! ΨǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ Ŝƭectronic communication device that provides for voice or 
data communication between two or more parties, including a mobile or cellular telephone, text messaging device, a personal 
digital assistant that sends/receives messages, an audio-video player that sends/receives messages or a laptop computer. 
 
Instruction Permit (Over 18 years of age) ς To obtain an Instruction Permit, you must pass the vision and knowledge tests. The 
permit is valid for five years or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid documents authorizing the applicantΩǎ 
presence in the U.S., whichever occurs first. Prior to upgrading to an Operator License successful completion of a drive test is 
required. The cost is $28.00. 
 
*Restrictions: 5ǊƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
experience.  The adult must be seated beside the Instruction Permit holder.   
 
Instruction Permit holders may not use any type of wireless communication device while operating a motor vehicle upon public 
ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ ! ΨǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƛŎe or 
data communication between two or more parties, including a mobile or cellular telephone, text messaging device, a personal 
digital assistant that sends/receives messages, an audio-video player that sends/receives messages or a laptop computer. 
 
wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ - ¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ at least 14 years of age, complete the requirements 
of the Instruction Permit, pass the driving test, and not have been convicted of a traffic violation during the six months prior to 
application for ǘƘŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΦ The Restricted Permit holder must drive on the Restricted Permit for a minimum of 6 
months.  !ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ му ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŦƻǊ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
same date as the expiration date on the valid documents ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., whichever occurs first. The 
cost is $28.00 ŦƻǊ ŀ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ. 
 
*Restrictions: Entitles the holder, while having the permit in his/her immediate physical possession, to operate a motor vehicle 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ с ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ мл ǇΦƳΦ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ/ legal 
guardian. During the hours of 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the minor must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian who is occupying 
the seat beside the driver.  The Restricted Permit holder must drive on the Restricted Permit for a minimum of 6 months and no 
passengers are allowed except for immediate family or members of household for first 6 months on the Restricted Permit.  Upon 
ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜ муΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ 
 
You may drive alone after 10 p.m. if you are taking the most direct route and traveling to or from: 

¶ School or school event 

¶ Church or church event 

¶ Work 

¶ Driving ag machinery (not subject to registration) or doing farm related work 
 
! wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǿƘƛle operating a motor vehicle upon 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ ! ΨǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ Ŧor 
voice or data communication between two or more parties, including a mobile or cellular telephone, text messaging device, a 
personal digital assistant that sends/receives messages, an audio-video player that sends/receives messages or a laptop 
computer. 
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hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ - ¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мс ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ must have passed the vision, 
knowledge and driving tests. If a minor is at least 16 years of age, but under 18 years of age, they must complete the requirements 
of the Instruction Permit and/or Restricted Minors Permit and not have been convicted of a traffic violation during the past six 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŦƻǊ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ Řate on the 
valid documeƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷнуΦлл for an 
hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ. 
 
NOTE: Per South Dakota law, every licensee shall always have their driver license in their immediate possession when operating a 
motor vehicle and shall display the same upon demand of a judge, court of record, a magistrate, or a peace officer. 
 
Motorcycle Instruction Permit (Under 18 years of age) - To obtain a Motorcycle Instruction Permit, you must be at least 14 years of 
age and pass the vision and knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests. Minors at least 14 years of age, but less than 18 years of 
age, must hold the valid permit continuously for 275 days (180 days if applicant completes a driver education course) prior to the 
ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻǳrse, 
the minor has successfully completed the SoǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ όƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎύ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ 
Instruction Permit needs to be held for 180 continuous days.  Time driven on an Instruction Permit (car) can be substituted for the 
180 days required to drive on a Motorcycle Instruction Permit.  If the Instruction Permit (car) requirements have been met the driver 
does not need to hold the Motorcycle Instruction Permit for any length of time. The permit is valid for one year or until the same 
date as the expiration date on ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., whichever occurs first. The cost 
is $28.00. If less than 18 years of age and the Motorcycle Instruction Permit expires, the minor would be required to obtain another 
Instruction Permit for the required length of time. 
 
Motorcycle Instruction Permit (Over 18 years of age) - To obtain a Motorcycle Instruction Permit, you must pass the vision and 
knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests. The permit is valid for one year or until the same date as the expiration date on the 
ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., whichever occurs first. The cost is $28.00.  
 
*Restrictions: The Motorcycle Instruction Permit holder may operate a motorcycle during the hours of 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. if 
accompanied by a driver with a valid motorcycle license who is at least eighteen years of age, who has at least one year of driving 
experience and who is driving another motorcycle along with the permit holder. No Motorcycle Instruction Permit holder may 
carry another person on the motorcycle. 
 
aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ - ¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 14 years of age and 
pass the vision, knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests, motorcycle drive test, complete the requirements of the Instruction 
Permit and have not been convicted of a traffic violation during the past six months prior to application. The restricted motorcycle 
permit must be held for a minimum of 6 months before upgrading to a regular motorcycle license.  The permit is valid for 5 years or 
ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜsence in the U.S., whichever occurs 
first. 
 
*Restrictions: Entitles the holder, while having the permit in their immediate possession, to operate a motorcycle during the 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ с ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ у ǇΦƳΦ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ/ legal guardian. Drive on 
the Restricted Permit for a minimum of 6 months immediately preceding ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  
 
aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ - To obtain a Motorcycle hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ License, you must be at least 16 years of age and pass the vision, 
knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests, motorcycle driving test and not have been convicted of a traffic violation during the 
past six months prior to application. If a minor is at least 16 years of age, but under 18 years of age, they must complete the 
requirements of the Instruction Permit. The license is valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., whichever occurs first. 
 
Duplicate License - When a duplicate license is obtained, your license will retain the original license expiration date. To obtain a 
duplicate license you must provide 2 proofs of physical address in South Dakota. Our examiners may question any documents and 
request additional information for verification of identity. Duplicates are available for the following only: name change, address 
change, or if the card is lost. 
 
Moped Operators - ̧ ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ 
 
Identification Card - To obtain an Identification Card, you must provide the required documents listed at the beginning of this 
manual. There is no age requirement. The card is valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid 
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ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., whichever occurs first. If you are not a U.S. citizen, you will be required 
to present a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) record authorizing your legal presence in the U.S. Our examiners have 
the right to question any documents and request additional information for verification of identity prior to issuance of the 
identification card. 
 
Note to all applicants: Any driver license or non-driver ID issued to any individual under 21 years of age with five years or less 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ нмst ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ол Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ нмst birthday. 
 
For information about /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ό/5[ΩǎύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭΦ 
 

Required Noncommercial License Tests 
 

Cooperation with Examiner 
¶ The applicant must cooperate fully with the examiner and follow instructions. 

¶ License applicants must furnish their own safe vehicle for the on-the-road skill test. 

¶ Pets or passengers will not be allowed in the vehicle during the on-the-road skill test. 

¶ It is recommended that children or pets not be brought to the exam station. Children and pets are not permitted in the testing 
area or on drive test. 

 

Examination Procedures 
You may apply for a South Dakota operator license at any exam station within the state. Licenses may be renewed 180 days prior to 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΦ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŜȄǇƛǊƛƴƎ ол Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜΩs 21st 
birthday may only be renewed on or within the 30 days immediately following the birthdate. 
 
For other Driver License information regarding locations, procedures, testing times, locations, handicap assistance, and other issues 
call 1-605-773-6883; or you may visit the South Dakota web site at https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing. 
 
When applying for a South Dakota Driver License all South Dakota or out-of-state driver license(s) and/or ID(s) must be surrendered 
at the time of application. If you are currently holding a valid out-of-state driver license, no testing will be required for the transfer 
of that license unless you have a hazardous materials endorsement. Previous states will be notified and your credential(s) from that 
state will become invalid. 
 
Note: According to State law, examiners are prohibited from issuing a driver license to anyone who is physically incapable to drive. If 
an applicant appears to be physically impaired the examiner may require them to test. (SDCL 32-12-32) 
 
1.Photo: Your photograph will be taken every time you come in. 
 
2.Vision Test: If you wear glasses or contact lenses while taking the vision test, you will be required to wear them whenever driving. 
If you do not pass the vision test, you must present a statement from an Optometrist or Ophthalmologist certifying that you possess 
the visual ability to drive safely before continuing the examination process. 
 
3.Knowledge Test: You will be required to pass a test covering the rules of the road and safe driving practices. Those wishing to 
obtain a motorcycle or commercial ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ license should also obtain those manuals from any South Dakota Driver Licensing Office 
όǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing).  If someone is caught cheating 
you will not be allowed to re-test the following day, you will be required to wait a minimum of two weeks before being allowed to 
test again.  
 
4.Driving Test: This test will provide an opportunity to demonstrate your ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. The driving test 
consists of normal driving tasks. You will not be asked to do anything against the law.  
 
As of the date this manual was printed, drive tests in all locations must be scheduled. You may schedule a drive test online at 
https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing or by phone at 1-605-773-6883. 
 

Unsuccessful Examinations 
If you fail any of the tests, you may not re-test before the next working day. You may wait longer if you want more time to study the 
manual or to practice driving. You are allowed 3 opportunities to test for each fee paid within a 6-month period. After 3 failures in a 
6-month period, the fee will need to be repaid. 

https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing
https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing
https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing
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Restrictions Placed on Licenses 
An operator license may be issued with certain restrictions. For example, a person who cannot see clearly with their right eye will be 
restricted to driving a vehicle with a left outside rearview mirror. 
 

 Driver License Restrictions 
B Corrective lenses 
R Restricted permit (6AM-10PM) 
G No night driving 
F Left outside rearview mirror 
I No driving outside of town 
A Automatic transmission (Non-commercial) 
Y 50-mile radius of residence 
C Special equipped vehicle 

 

License Options 
If you choose yes for any of the options listed below, it will be identified on the license or ID card. 
 
Living Will: ̧ ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ άȅŜǎέ ƻǊ άƴƻέΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
governing the withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. 
 
Durable Power of Attorney: ̧ ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ά5ǳǊŀōƭŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
!ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ-sustaining treatment. 
 
Veteran: If you are an honorably discharged veteran and wish this to be designated on your driver license or ID card, you may 
indicate this on the application form. To have this designation placed on your license or ID card, you must present either a U.S. 
Military DD-214 form (Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty), DD form 2 (retired), DD for 2A (reserved retired), NGB22 
(National Guard DD-214) form or a certificate signed by your local Veteran Service Officer indicating a honorable character of 
service. 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation 
Organ, tissue and eye transplantation are successful, routine procedures that save or improve the lives of thousands of people each 
year. Unfortunately, there are many more people waiting for transplants than there are organs and tissues available. The cure to this 
crisis is an increased commitment to donation. One organ and tissue donor can save or improve the lives of up to 60 people. 
 
Organs and tissues that can be donated include heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, intestines, corneas, skin, heart valves, bone, 
and connective tissue. Once a donor is identified, donation coordinators obtain a medical/social history from the next-of-kin and 
conduct thorough tests to determine the medical suitability of the organs. Additional tissue testing is conducted in order to place the 
organs with the most appropriate match. 
 
Recovery of organs and tissue is a surgical procedure. Donors are treated with great care and dignity. The donation process does not 
prevent an open casket funeral. 
 
All costs related to donation are covered by the procurement organization, which passes those costs on to the transplanting facility. 
bƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ For more information about donation, please call 1-
888-5-DONATE. 
 
In South Dakota when you indicate on your license or ID that you wish to give the precious gift of life by being an organ and tissue 
donor, you are relieving your loved ones of the burden of making that decision for you at the time of your death. The issuance of a 
driver license or ID with a donor designation completes the donation registration process and is effective unless you request removal 
of the donor designation. 
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If you are not planning to apply for a new driver license or non-driver identification card but would like to be designated as an organ 
donor on your record, you may register online at www.dps.sd.gov/licensing/drive_licensing or you may contact our office at 1-605-
773-сууо ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǎǎǳŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ CƻǊƳΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƻǊƳΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ be sent an organ 
donor sticker to affix to your driver license or ID. 
 
If at some future time you decide to amend or revoke your designation, you may do so by removing the organ donor designation 
from your driver license or ID. For more information regarding amending or revoking your designation, please refer to South Dakota 
Codified Law Chapter 34-26. 
 

Driver License Renewal 
Your driver license is valid for 5 years and will expire on your birthday or 30 days after your birthday if you are turning 21. You may 
renew the license anytime up to 180 days before it expires (unless you will be turning 21). You will be required to take a vision test 
when renewing. If the driver license you surrender is expired, a knowledge test will also be required. Drivers of foreign countries will 
be issued a license for the duration of their legal stay based on U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services documents provided at 
license issuance, but not to exceed 5 years. 
 
SKIP THE TRIP, APPLY ONLINE: 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ Wǳƭȅ мΣ нлмпΣ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭǎΣ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ 
permit may be done online.  Any person who is eligible may apply by mail or online for a replacement and renewal once in any ten-
year period.  For more information go to www.skipthetripsd.com or dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing/renew-and-duplicate/renew-online.   
 

Loss of Driving Privileges 
Keeping Your Driver License 
In order to keep your driver license, you must always drive safely. You can lose your license for: 

¶ a drug conviction in a vehicle 

¶ a conviction for driving while intoxicated 

¶ an alcohol conviction by a minor 

¶ refusing to be tested for alcohol or drugs if you are asked to do so by a police officer 

¶ driving during a period of court sentence prohibiting driving 

¶ driving while license is suspended, cancelled, revoked, or denied 

¶ giving false information when you apply for a driver license or a non-driver ID 

¶ failing to settle a financial judgment made against you for damages resulting from a motor vehicle accident 

¶ attempting to alter ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 

¶ failing to appear for a re-examination when requested to do so by Driver Licensing 

¶ using a motor vehicle to commit a felony or causing the death of someone in a motor vehicle accident 

¶ having too many points on your driving record, as dictated by the current point system 

¶ failure to maintain proof of insurance on every vehicle owned or operating a vehicle without proof of insurance 

¶ any conviction of a traffic violation committed prior to the age of 16 by the holder of a restricted permit or instruction permit 

¶ failure to pay a fine resulting from a traffic violation conviction 

¶ owing debt to a South Dakota government agency totaling $1,000 or more 

¶ any convictions for violating the restrictions of the license for a driver under 18 years of age 

¶ under 21 and are being arrested for 0.02% to 0.079% BAC in violation of SDCL 32-23-21 

¶ sale/distribution of alcohol to a minor under 21 years of age 

¶ possession of alcohol by a minor under 21 years of age 

¶ eluding law enforcement 
 
Revocation: The loss of a driver license and/or privilege to drive or apply for a license. Following a revocation, all applicable tests will 
be required in addition to the application fee and a $50-$200 reinstatement fee. 
 
Reinstatement from a Revocation: A person whose license has been revoked, suspended or disqualified is required by law to pay a 
license reinstatement fee of $50-$200 in addition to the application fee when they are eligible to apply for a license. Vision and 
knowledge tests will be required following a revocation. 
 
Reinstatement Fees are as Follows (Must Apply in Person): 
First DWI - $75; second DWI - ϷмнрΤ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 5²LΩǎ - $175; 2nd reckless driving conviction in one year - $100; eluding a 
police officer - $100; vehicular battery - $200; vehicular homicide - $200; all other types of revocations - $50 
 

http://www.skipthetripsd.com/
https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing/renew-and-duplicate/renew-online
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Suspension: The loss of a driver license and/or privilege to drive or apply for a license. 
 
Reinstatement from a Suspension: Following suspension, no testing will be required unless the license has expired. An application 
fee and a $50 reinstatement fee will be required. 
Applicants may reinstate from a suspension online at https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing/renew-and-duplicate/renew-online. 
 
Instruction and Restricted aƛƴƻǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ 
If the Department receives record of a Class 2 Misdemeanor conviction for a traffic violation or a violation of the Instruction Permit, 
Restricted Permit or Driver License for a minor under 18 years of age, the driving privileges shall be suspended for a period of thirty 
days or as otherwise required by law. A second conviction shall result in suspension of the driving privilege for 180 days or until the 
ƳƛƴƻǊΩǎ 18th birthday whichever is shorter.  
 
Receipt of a conviction for a Class 1 Misdemeanor or Felony will result in a suspension of the license for 180 days or their 18th 
birthday, whichever is shorter or as required by law.  A $50 reinstatement fee and license fee will be required to reapply if violation 
is a Class 1 Misdemeanor or Felony offense.   
 
A person who has a learner permit or restricted permit suspended for a first traffic conviction (or violation of the permit restrictions) 
need not pay the $50 reinstatement fee and application fee unless the suspension is for a conviction of a moving traffic offense and 
assessed six or more points. They may, however, apply for a duplicate license. 
 

Vehicle Registration and Titles 
 
All motor vehicles, motorcycles, and trailers owned by South Dakota residents and operated on public highways must be registered 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ фл Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 
Registration renewals are determined on a staggered registration renewal system based on the first letter in your last name. See 
chart below: 

January A, B February C, D, E March F, G, J 

May H, I, O June K, L July M, N 

August P, Q, R September S November T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z 

 
A Certificate of Title is required to sell or transfer any vehicle. The Title should be kept in a safe place, not in the vehicle. The 
registration certificate must always be carried in the vehicle. 
 
For further information on Vehicle Registration & Titles, contact the South Dakota Department of Revenue, Division of Motor 
Vehicles, at 605-773-3541 or https://dor.sd.gov/. 
 

Financial Responsibility 
 
Any operator who has had their driver license revoked or suspended following a JUDGMENT (resulting from an uninsured auto 
accident), a conviction for NO INSURANCE, VEHICULAR HOMICIDE, DWI, or two convictions of RECKLESS DRIVING (within a one year 
period) must establish proof of financial responsibility for the future before they may drive or reregister any vehicle in this state. 
Most motorists provide proof of financial responsibility for the future by having their auto insurance company file an SR22 form with 
the Driver Licensing Program. The SR22 forms must be received at the central administrative office (the driver exam stations are 
unable to accept SR22 forms). The forms must come directly from the insurance company. 
 

Are you Insured? 
South Dakota state law SDCL 32-35-113 requires the owner of any motor vehicle that is required to be registered, maintain in force 
one of the following forms of financial responsibility: 
 

1. hǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
2. The bond of a surety company 
3. Certificate of Deposit or Securities in the amount of $50,000 deposited with the State Treasurer 
4. Certificate of Self-Insurance (minimum 26 vehicles) 

 
Written evidence of your financial responsibility must be carried in the vehicle covered and presented to any Law Enforcement 
Officer upon request. Acceptable written evidence is an insurance policy or identification card identifying the name of the company, 

https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing/renew-and-duplicate/renew-online
https://dor.sd.gov/
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policy number, effective date of coverage and the date of expiration. A Certificate of Deposit issued by the State Treasurer or 
Certificate of Self-Insurance are also acceptable. 
 
Penalty - A conviction for failure to maintain proof of financial responsibility is a Class 2 Misdemeanor (30 days imprisonment in a 
county jail, $100 fine or both), driver license suspension for a period of not less than 30 days or more than one year and filing proof 
of insurance (SR22) with the State of South Dakota for 3 years from the date of eligibility. Failure to file proof will result in 
suspension of vehicle registration, license plates and driver license. 
 

South Dakota Point System 
Any operator who accumulates 15 points in any 12 consecutive months, or 22 points in any 24 consecutive months, is subject to a 
driver license suspension. 
 
When multiple offenses arise out of a single incident, points will be assessed on the offense carrying the highest point value. No 
points will be assessed for speeding, standing, parking, equipment, size or weight violations, including speed limits set by the 
Department of Transportation for control of size and weight related damage to highways. 
 
Points are assessed on out-of-state convictions just as if they were committed in South Dakota. ¦Ǉƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ŀ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
provided before suspension. 
 
 
Periods of Suspension: 
First Suspension  60 days  
Second Suspension 6 months  
Subsequent Suspension  1 year  
 
Points are assessed as follows: 
 

Conviction Points 

Driving While Intoxicated (DWI/DUI) 10* 

Reckless Driving 8 

Eluding/Attempting to Elude 6 

Drag Racing 6 

Failure to Yield Right-of-Way 4 

Improper Passing 4 

Driving on the Wrong Side of the Roadway 4 

Stop Sign/Light Violation 3 

Other Moving Violation 2 
 

*State law requires a mandatory revocation of driver license for Driving While Intoxicated convictions. 
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Be in Shape to Drive 
 
Driving is one of the riskiest tasks that anybody will do during their lifetime. The ability to drive safely depends on good health and 
making correct decisions. 
 

Vision 
 
Good vision is important for safe driving. If you cannot see clearly, you will have trouble identifying traffic and roadway conditions, 
spotting potential trouble, and responding to problems in a timely manner. 
 
Vision is so important that South Dakota requires that you pass a vision test before you get a driver license. To qualify for a driver 
license without restrictions, an applicant must score 20/40 or better with both eyes, but no worse than 20/50 in either eye. 
 
Other important aspects of vision are: 
 

¶ Side vision - ̧ ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ άƻǳǘ of ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǇƻǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
side of you while you look ahead. Because you cannot focus on things to the side, you also must use your side mirrors and 
glance to the side if necessary. 

¶ Judging distances and speeds - Even if you can see clearly, you still may not be able to judge distances or speeds very well. In 
fact, you are not alone. Many people have problems judging distances and speeds. It takes a lot of practice to be able to judge 
both. It is especially important in knowing how far you are from other vehicles and judging safe gaps when merging and when 
passing on two lane roads, or when judging the speed of a train before crossing tracks safely. 

¶ Night vision - Many people who can see clearly in the daytime have trouble seeing at night. It is difficult for everyone to see at 
night than in the daytime. Some drivers have problems with glare while driving at night, especially with the glare of oncoming 
headlights. If yoǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦ 

 
Because seeing well is so important to safe driving, you should have your eyes checked regularly by an eye doctor. If you are 
required to wear corrective lenses: 
 

¶ Always wear them while driving. If your driver license says you must wear corrective lenses and you are not wearing them, you 
could get a ticket if stopped. 

¶ Avoid using dark or tinted corrective lenses at night. They cut down the light that you need to see clearly. 

¶ Try to keep an extra pair of glasses in your vehicle. If your regular glasses are broken or lost, use the spare pair to drive safely. 
This also can be helpful if you do not wear glasses all the time as it is easy to misplace them. 

 

Hearing 
 
Hearing can be helpful for safe driving. The sound of horns, sirens, or screeching tires can warn you of danger. Hearing problems, like 
bad eyesight, can come on so slowly that you do not notice it. Drivers who know they are deaf or have hearing problems can adjust 
and be safe drivers. These drivers learn to rely more on their vision and tend to stay more alert. Studies have shown that the driving 
records of hearing-impaired drivers are just as good as those drivers with good hearing. 
 

Fatigue 
 
Fatigue is physical or mental tiredness that can be caused by physical or mental strain, repetitive tasks, illness, or lack of sleep. 
Fatigue can affect vision and increase the time to make decisions. Avoid driving if tired or fatigued. You do not want to fall asleep 
while driving. 
 

Before a Trip, Do the Following: 
¶ Get adequate sleep ς most people need 7 to 9 hours to maintain proper alertness during the day. 

¶ Plan to stop about every 100 miles or 2 hours. 

¶ Arrange for a travel companion ς someone to watch your driving. 

¶ Check the labels of medications and be aware if they cause drowsiness. 

¶ Do not use alcohol or drugs when driving. 
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Ways to Avoid Fatigue 
¶ If you start feeling tired, stop driving and pull off at the next exit or rest area to take a 15 to 20-minute nap or find a place to 

sleep for the night. 

¶ Try consuming caffeine before taking a short nap to get the benefits of both. 

¶ Try not to drive late at night. 

¶ The best way to avoid fatigue is to get plenty of rest. 
 

Driver Distractions 
 
A distraction is anything that takes your attention away from driving. Distracted driving can cause crashes, resulting in injury, death, 
or property damage. Taking your eyes off the road or hands off the steering wheel presents obvious driving risks. Mental activities 
that take your mind away from driving are just as dangerous. 
 
When driving: 

¶ Texting, reading texts, and social networking is prohibited by state law. 

¶ Avoid arguments and stressful or emotional conversations with passengers. 

¶ Avoid eating while driving. 

¶ Be sure children are properly and safely buckled up. 

¶ Properly secure pets in a pet carrier or portable kennel. 
 
Instruction and Restricted permit holders may not use any type of wireless communication device while operating a motor vehicle. 
You must pay attention to the driving task. You are responsible for operating your vehicle in a safe manner.   
 

Aggressive Driving 
 
Aggressive driving occurs when an individual intentionally commits an action that endangers other persons or property. 
 
Some behaviors typically associated with aggressive driving include speeding, following too closely, unsafe lane changes, improperly 
signaling, and failing to obey traffic control devices (stop signs, yield signs, traffic signals, railroad grade cross signals, and so on). 
 
Concentrate on driving. Be patient and courteous to other road users. 
 

Alcohol, Other Drugs, and Driving 
 
Alcohol and other impairing drugs are involved in approximately 40% of all traffic crashes in which someone is killed every year. If 
you drink alcohol or use other impairing drugs and drive, even a little, your chances of being in a crash are much greater than if you 
did not drink any alcohol or use any other drugs. 
 
No one can drink alcohol and drive safely, even if you have been driving for many years. New drivers are more affected by alcohol 
than experienced drivers because they are still learning to drive. Small amounts of alcohol are likely to increase the number of errors 
dramatically. 
 
Because drinking alcohol and driving is so dangerous, the penalties are tough. People who drive after drinking risk heavy fines, 
higher insurance rates, loss of license, and even jail sentences. 
 

If Under 21 
If under the age of 21, it is illegal to purchase, possess, or drink alcoholic beverages. Alcohol and other impairing drugs affect a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭŦǳƭly operate a motor vehicle. For new drivers learning 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ŘǊǳƎǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΦ !ƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ άȊŜǊƻ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜέ ƭŀǿǎ όƴƻ ŀƭŎƻƘƻl in the 
circulatory system) or similar laws for drivers under the age of 21. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ όȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎύ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōƭƻƻŘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘion (BAC) 
is over the legal limit. If you are arrested for drinking and driving, the penalties are severe. If you are placed under arrest for DWI or, 
if under 21, for Zero Tolerance (0.02% to 0.08% BAC) by the police, you may be asked to take a chemical test to determine your BAC. 
You give your consent for a chemical test whenever you drive on a public highway. A Blood Alcohol Concentration of 0.08% (0.02% if 
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under 21 years of age) or more is evidence that you were driving under the influence of alcohol. UPON CONVICTION OF DWI, YOU 
a¦{¢ tw9{9b¢ !b {wнн άLb{¦w!b/9 CL[LbDέ ¢h ¢I9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hC t¦.[L/ {!C9¢¸ !b5 a!Lb¢!Lb ¢IL{ Lb{¦w!b/9 COR 3 
YEARS FROM THE ELIGIBILITY DATE. 
 

Effects of Alcohol and Other Impairing Drugs 
Alcohol and other impairing drugs reduce: 

¶ Judgment: Judgment is a brain-centered activity that stores all experiences and knowledge so it can be used quickly when facing 
a new problem. 

¶ Vision: They blur vision, slows the ability to focus, cause double vision, and reduce the ability to judge distance, speed, and the 
movement of other vehicles. Vision is impacted at 0.02% blood alcohol content (BAC) for all drivers. The most important sense 
used while driving is vision. 

¶ Color distinction: This reduces the ability to distinguish colors. 

¶ Reaction time: This slows the ability to process information and respond to the driving task. 
 
The best advice is not to drive a vehicle of any kind if you have consumed alcohol or other drugs. Impairment starts with the first 
ŘǊƛƴƪΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ a motor vehicle. With one or more drinks in the bloodstream, 
a person is visibly impaired and could be arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. Never let a friend or 
relative drive if they have been drinking. 
 

Alcohol and the Law 
If you are over 0.08% BAC, you are in violation of the law. If you are arrested for drinking and driving, the penalties are severe. If you 
have a BAC of 0.08% ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ/or  driving privileges may be revoked for a minimum of 30 days, and you may 
be subject to criminal penalties. In South Dakota, if you are under 21, you can also be arrested for alcohol impairment at 0.02%. A 
BAC is the percentage of alcohol in relation to the amount of blood in your body. Even under 0.08%, you are still impaired. Under 
state law, you can still be convicted for driving impaired. 
 
An alcohol concentration test measures how much alcohol is in your system and is usually determined by a breath, blood, or urine 
test. You are required to take a BAC test if asked to do so by a police officer due to South DakotaΩǎ implied consent law. South 
DakotaΩǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
lawfully requested test to determine the alcohol content of your blood, breath, urine, or other bodily substance if suspected of 
impaired driving. ̧ ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ for one year if you refuse to take a BAC test. 
 
Although implied consent laws vary by state, the law applies to the state where you were arrested, not the state where you got your 
license. That is, if you have a license in a state with no implied consent laws and you are arrested in a state that does have implied 
ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƭŀǿǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƭŀǿǎΦ 
 
If you are found guilty of an alcohol violation and it is your first conviction, you may be fined from $300 to $1,000 plus court costs. 
You could also be sentenced to 15 to 365 days in jail, and your license could be suspended or revoked for 90 to 365 days. For second 
and subsequent convictions, the penalties are much worse. 
 
PENALTIES: 
Zero Tolerance (Under 21, 0.02% or more BAC) 

¶ First offense is a Class 2 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine and a 30-day loss of driver license. 

¶ Second or Subsequent offense is a Class 2 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine and a 180-day loss of driver license. 
 
DWI (0.08% or more BAC) 

¶ First offense is a Class 1 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine, imprisonment up to one year, or both. You will also lose 
your driver license for a minimum of 30 days. 

¶ Second offense is a Class 1 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine, imprisonment up to one year, or both, and loss of driver 
license for a minimum of one year. If such person is convicted of driving without a license during that period, they shall be 
sentenced to the county jail for not less than three days, which may not be suspended. 

¶ Third offense is a Class 6 felony which is punishable by a fine, imprisonment up to two years, and loss of driver license for no 
less than one year (after release from incarceration). If such person is convicted of driving without a license during that period, 
they shall be sentenced to the county jail for not less than ten days, which may not be suspended. 
 

ALCOHOL AFFECTS THE INEXPERIENCED DRIVER MORE THAN EXPERIENCED DRIVER. Many people think that drunkenness is 
determined by outward signs. They have in mind individuals who stagger, slobber, or put lamp shades on their heads. These acts 
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may reflect drunkenness, but there are individuals who regularly drink to relatively high BAC's and do not show any of the outward 
signs. Even though they compensate and cover up their drunkenness, they increase their chances of being in a crash if they drive 
with a BAC of 0.05% or higher. AS A PERSON'S BAC RISES, THEIR ABILITY TO JUDGE AND MAKE ACCURATE DECISIONS IN TRAFFIC 
BECOMES MORE AND MORE IMPAIRED. 
 

 
 

!ƭƻƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ wƻŀŘǎƛŘŜǎ 
Loss of life from a motor vehicle crash leaves a lasting and devastating impact on families and friends of the victim.  
The South Dakota Department of Public Safety recognizes this, and in partnership with the Department of 
¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ILbYέ ǎƛƎƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ мфтфΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ 
and to also remind motorists of dangerous behaviors such as driving under the influence, not wearing seat belts, 
speeding, and distracted driving.  
 
One sign is erected on the state highway for each person killed in the crash, with each sign mounted on a separate 
post near the edge of the right-of-way.  
 
These signs remain in place until: 

¶ An immediate family member of the crash victim objects to the sign, at which time the sign will be expeditiously removed.  

¶ The sign is no longer in a satisfactory condition because of damage or deterioration. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƭƭ ά¢Ƙƛƴƪέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ 
are removed.  

 
Once removed, these signs are not replaced unless a request is made from an immediate family member of the crash victim to do 
so.  This also applies to signs that may have been removed by others.  

 

Other Impairing Drugs and Driving 
 
Besides alcohol, many other drugs can affect the ability to drive safely. These drugs can have effects like those of alcohol or even 
worse. This is true of many prescription drugs and even many of the drugs bought over the counter without a prescription. 
 

Over-the-Counter Drugs 
Over-the-counter drugs taken for headaches, colds, hay fever, or other allergies or those to calm nerves can make you drowsy and 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ tŜǇ ǇƛƭƭǎΣ άǳǇǇŜǊǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜǘ Ǉƛƭƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΣ ŘƛȊȊȅΣ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀn affect 
your vision. Check the label on the product before taking an over-the-counter drug for warnings about its effect. If unsure whether it 
is safe to take the drug and drive, ask your doctor or pharmacist about any side effects. 
 

Prescription Drugs 
Some prescription drugs can impact driving and can affect reflexes, judgment, vision, and alertness in ways like alcohol. Prescription 
drugs, such as antidepressants, pain reducers, sleep aids, and sedatives, have an impact on driving safely. Check the label on the 
prescription and packaging before you take a drug for warnings about its effect. If unsure whether it is safe to take the drug and 
drive, ask your doctor or pharmacist about any side effects. 
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Illegal Drugs 
Illegal drugs can impact driving and can affect reflexes, judgment, vision, and alertness in ways like alcohol. Studies have shown that 
people who use marijuana make more mistakes, have more trouble adjusting to glare, and get arrested for traffic violations more 
than other drivers. 
 

Combining Alcohol and Other Impairing Drugs 
Never drink alcohol while taking other drugs. These drugs could multiply the effects of alcohol or have additional effects of their 
own. You cannot drink alcohol or use other impairing drugs and operate a vehicle safely. 
 

Emotions 
 
Emotions can have a great effect on the ability to drive safely. They can increase the risk by interfering with your ability to think, 
creating a lack of attention and interrupting your ability to process information. You may not be able to drive well if overly worried, 
excited, afraid, angry or depressed. 
 
If angry or excited, give yourself time to cool off. If necessary, take a short walk, but stay off the road until you have calmed down. If 
you are ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΣ άŘƻǿƴέΣ ƻǊ ǳǇǎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ 
helps. You always have the option of having somebody else drive too. 
 
If you are impatient (road rage), allow extra time for the driving trip. Leave a few minutes early. If you have plenty of time, you will 
ƴƻǘ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻǊ Řƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ƻǊ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ŎǊŀǎƘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ Ŧor a train to 
cross in front of you. Driving around lowered gates or trying to beat the train can be fatal. 
 

Health 
 
Many health problems can affect driving τ a bad cold, infection, or virus. Even little problems like a stiff neck, a cough, or a sore leg 
can affect your driving. If you are not feeling well and need to go somewhere, let someone else drive. 
 
Some conditions can be very dangerous: 

¶ Epilepsy ς So long as it is under medical control, epilepsy generally is not dangerous. 

¶ Diabetes τ Diabetics who take insulin should not drive when there is any chance of an insulin reaction, blackout, convulsion or 
shock. Such a situation could result from skipping a meal or snack or from taking the wrong amount of insulin. It also might be a 
good idea to have someone else drive for you during times when your doctor is adjusting your insulin dosage. If you have 
diabetes, you also should have your eyes checked regularly for possible night blindness or other vision problems. 

¶ Heart condition τ People with heart diseases, high blood pressure, circulation problems, or those in danger of a blackout, 
fainting, or a heart attack should not get behind the wheel. If you are being treated by a doctor for a heart condition, ask if the 
condition could affect your driving ability. 
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Before You Drive 
 
Your safety and that of the public depends a lot on what you do before driving, including adjusting the seat and mirrors, using 
seatbelts, checking your vehicle, maintaining a clear view and securing items in and on the vehicle. 
 

Inspecting Your Vehicle 
 
When it comes to road safety, you cannot control other drivers or road conditions, but one thing you can control is proper 
maintenance of your vehicle and tires. 

 
Crashes due to tire maintenance are preventable, and simple steps can save lives. Driving on underinflated or overinflated tires or 
tires with low tread can lead to safety issues on the road. 
 

Check Tire Pressure with a Pressure Gauge Monthly 
¶ Buy a tire pressure gauge if you do not have one already. 

¶ Open your car door and on the inside jamb, you should see a sticker. Write down or take a picture of 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ άt{Lέ όthis is the measurement for tire pressure). 

¶ Remove the cap from the valve stem and use the pressure gauge to check the tire pressure (make sure 
you check when they are cold). 

¶ Compare the number on the gauge with the number written down. If the number is too high, let air 
out of the tire. If the number is too low, inflate your tire until the numbers match. 

 

Check Tread Depth with a Penny 
ω   Hold a penny with Abraham [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘǳƳō ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜŦƛƴƎŜǊΦ 
ω   Place Lincolns headfirst into the deepest-looking groove. 
ω   Can you see all his head? If yes, your tires are too wornτdo not drive on them, and make sure to get them 
replaced. 
 
 
 

Vehicle Maintenance 
How safely you can drive starts with the vehicle you are driving. It is the duty of drivers to make certain that the vehicles they drive 
are safe to operate. A vehicle that is in bad shape is unsafe and costs more to run than one that is maintained. It can break down or 
cause a collision. If a vehicle is in bad shape, you might not be able to get out of an emergency. A vehicle in good shape can give you 
an extra safety margin when you need it, and you never know when you will need it. 
 
You should follow your ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ŀ 
qualified mechanic. A few simple checks will help prevent trouble on the road. 
 
Braking system - Only your brakes can stop your vehicle. It is very dangerous if they are not working properly. If they do not seem to 
be working properly, are making a lot of noise, smell funny, or the brake pedal goes to the floor, have a mechanic check them out. 
 
Lights - Make sure that turn signals, brake lights, taillights and headlights are operating properly. These should be checked from the 
outside of the vehicle. Brake lights tell other road users that you are stopping and turn signals tell them you are turning. 
 
An out-of-line headlight can shine where it does not help you and may blind other drivers. If you are having trouble seeing at night 
or if other drivers are constantly flashing their headlights at you, have a mechanic check out the headlights. 
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Windshield and wipers - Damaged glass can break more easily in a minor collision or when something hits the windshield. Have a 
damaged windshield replaced. 
 
Windshield wipers keep the rain and snow off the windshield. Some vehicles also have wipers for rear windows and headlights. 
Make sure all wipers are in good operating condition. If the blades are not clearing water well, replace them. 
 
Tires - Worn or bald tires can increase the stopping distance and make turning more difficult when the road is wet. Unbalanced tires 
and low pressure cause faster tire wear, reduce fuel economy, and make the vehicle harder to steer or stop. If the vehicle bounces, 
the steering wheel shakes, or the vehicle pulls to one side, have a mechanic check it out. 
 
Worn tires can caǳǎŜ άƘȅŘǊƻǇƭŀƴƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘƛǊŜΦ 
 
Tire Pressure- Prior to entering a vehicle, check tire pressures using the recommended PSI (pounds per square inch) located in the 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƧŀƳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vehicle. Use a tire pressure gauge to check the PSI. If the PSI is above the 
number listed on the door jamb, let air out until it matches. If ƛǘΩǎ below, add air (or have a tire professional help you) until it reaches 
the proper number. 
 
Check the tread with a penny. Stick the penny into the tread "head" first. If the tread does not come at least to Abe's head, the tire is 
unsafe, and you need to replace it. 
 
Steering system - If the steering is not working properly it is difficult to control the direction you want the vehicle to go. If the vehicle 
is hard to turn or does not turn when the steering wheel is first turned, have the steering checked out by a mechanic.  
 
Suspension system - The suspension helps you control the vehicle and provides a comfortable ride over varying road surfaces. If the 
vehicle bounces a lot after a bump or a stop, or is hard to control, you may need new shocks or other suspension parts. Have a 
mechanic check it out. 
 
Exhaust system - The exhaust system helps reduce the noise from the engine, helps cool the hot gases coming from running the 
engine, and moves these gases to the rear of the vehicle. Gases from a leaky exhaust can cause death inside of a vehicle in a very 
short time. Never run the motor in a closed garage. If sitting in a vehicle with the motor running for a long period of time, open a 
window. Some exhaust leaks are easily heard but many are not. Therefore, it is important to have the exhaust system checked 
periodically. 
 
Engine - A poorly running engine may lose power that is needed for normal driving and emergencies, may not start, gets poor fuel 
economy, pollutes the air, and could die when driving on the road. This causes you and traffic a problem. Follow the procedures 
recommended in the owner's manual for maintenance. 
 
Windshield & Windows 
It is important to clearly see through the windows, windshield and mirrors. Here are some things you can do to help. 
 
²ƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘǎΣ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƻŦΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦΣ ƻǊ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΣ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛth one-
way glass, adhesive film, or other application that reduces the light transmittance to a level below 35%. No motor vehicle may be 
equipped with one-way glass, adhesive film, or other glaze in the rear windows that reduces light transmission below 20%, with an 
enforcement tolerance of 9%.  No sun screening devices may be place on or affixed to a windshield so as to obstruct or reduce the 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘΦ  bƻ ŦƛƭƳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ !{-1 line or more than the lowest point 
of the sun visor of the motor vehicle. (SDCL 32-15-2.4, 2.5, 2.9) 
 

¶ Keep the windshield clean. Bright sun or headlights on a dirty windshield make it hard to see. Carry liquid cleaner and a paper or 
cloth towel so you can clean your windshield whenever it is necessary. 

¶ Keep the window washer bottle full. Use antifreeze wash when the temperature could fall below freezing. 

¶ Keep the inside of the windows clean, especially if anyone has been smoking in the vehicle. Smoking causes a film to build up on 
the inside glass. 

¶ Clear snow, ice, or frost from all windows before driving. Make sure to clean the front, sides and back of the vehicle. 

¶ Do not hang things from the mirror or clutter up the windshield with decals. They could block your view. 

¶ Keep the headlights, backup, brake and taillights clean. Dirt on the lenses can reduce the light by 50%. 
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Adjusting Your Seat  
 
You should be seated upright with your back against the seat and feet on the floor. Improper seating positions, such as slouching, 
Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ system. Adjust the seat and mirrors before you start to drive so you can 
see clearly and have full control of ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘ ǇŜŘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊōŀƎ deployment. 
 

¶ Your foot should be able to pivot smoothly from brake to accelerator while your heel is kept 
on the floor. 

¶ The top of the steering wheel should be no higher than the top of your shoulders and below 
chin level. 

¶ There should be 10 inches between your chest and the steering wheel. Do not move the 
seat so far forward that you cannot easily steer and do not recline the seat. 

¶ Head restraints are designed to prevent whiplash. Head restraints should be adjusted so the 
head restraint contacts the back of your head and not below the level of your ears. 

 

Adjusting Your Mirrors 
 
The inside mirror is the primary mirror for view to the rear of the vehicle. Adjust the rearview mirror so that it frames the rear 
window. You should be able to see traffic flow to the rear of the vehicle with the rearview mirror. If you have a day/night mirror, 
make sure it is set for the time of day you are driving. 
 
Outside mirrors should be adjusted to reduce blind spots and to provide maximum visibility to the sides and rear on both sides of 
the vehicle. To reduce blind spots, you are encouraged to use this method for adjusting the outside mirrors. 
 

¶ To set the left side mirror, the driver must rest his or her head against the 
closed window and set the mirror to barely show the edge of the vehicle. 

¶ To set the right-side mirror, the driver should lean to the right so his or her 
head is directly below the rearview mirror or above the center console. The 
mirror should be adjusted the same way as the left side, so that the edge of 
the right side of your vehicle can barely be seen. 

¶ The driver will not see the left and right sides of the vehicle when glancing in 
the outside mirrors; however, this adjustment adds 12 to 16 degrees of 
additional viewing area to each side of the vehicle. 

 

Using Seatbelts 
 
Always fasten your seatbelt and make sure all passengers are using seatbelts or child restraints. Studies have shown that if you are in 
a crash while using seatbelts, your chances of injury or death are greatly reduced. Seatbelts keep you from being thrown from the 
vehicle and help you keep control. In South Dakota, it is illegal to drive or to be a front-seat passenger without wearing seatbelts. 
 
It is important to wear the seatbelt correctly. 

¶ Shoulder harness is worn across the shoulder and chest with 
minimal, if any, slack. The shoulder harness should not be worn 
under the arm or behind the back. Wearing the harness, the 
wrong way could cause serious internal injuries in a crash. 

¶ The lap belt should be adjusted so that it is snug and lies low 
across your hips after fastening. Otherwise, in a crash, you could 
slide out of the belt, resulting in injury or death. 

 
Seatbelts should be worn even if the vehicle is equipped with air bags. While air bags are good protection against hitting the 
steering wheel, dashboard, or windshield, they do not protect you if you are hit from the side or rear or if the vehicle rolls over. 
Besides, an air bag will not keep you behind the wheel in these situations. 
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Front Seat Seatbelt Use Requirements 
The law requires that all operators, front seat passengers and children under the age of 18 wear appropriate safety restraints while 
the vehicle is in motion. Small children should be secured in the rear seat. Never secure a child in the front passenger seat, especially 
if your vehicle has an air bag. If you are in a crash and the bag deploys, your child could be severely injured. Several organizations 
will loan you a child safety device if you are unable to afford one. 
 
South Dakota Codified Law 32-38-1: Use required--Public highways--Front seat passenger. Except as provided in chapter 32-37 and § 
32-38-3, every operator and front seat passenger of a passenger vehicle operated on a public highway in this state shall wear a 
properly adjusted and fastened safety seatbelt system, required to be installed in the passenger vehicle when manufactured 
pursuant to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Number 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208) in effect January 1, 1989, at all times when the 
vehicle is in forward motion. The driver of the passenger vehicle shall secure or cause to be secured a properly adjusted and 
fastened safety seatbelt system on any passenger in the front seat who is at least five years of age but younger than eighteen years 
of age. Any violation of this section is not a moving traffic offense under the provisions of § 32-12-49.1. 
 

 
 

Air Bags 
 
Air bags are supplemental restraints and are designed to work best in combination with seatbelts. In a crash, air bags and seatbelts 
reduce the ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇǇŜǊ ōƻŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΦ {eatbelts help to properly position 
ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ōŀƎΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴ ȅƻǳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ after crashes. It is extremely important 
that seatbelts are always worn, even in air bag-equipped vehicles. 
 
wŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ōŀƎǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ 
 

Child Passenger Safety Laws 
 
If using a child safety seat, make sure it is installed properly in the vehicle and used correctly. Check to be sure that all children age 
12 or younger are properly restrained in the back seat and that a rear-facing child safety seat is never placed in front of an active 
passenger air bag. 
 

¶ Children age 12 and younger should sit in the rear seat of the vehicle to avoid injury from an air bag in the event of a crash. 

¶ Read the ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 
 

What is an infant car carrier? 
It's a reclining seat specially engineered to give babies the best possible protection. The child rides facing backwards with its entire 
head and body cushioned by impact-absorbing materials. The carrier is securely attached to the vehicle's seat by the lap belt, while 
the built-in harness holds the baby firmly in place. Thousands of parents have found that babies can ride happily and safely in car 
carriers. 
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Do not confuse infant car carriers with baby seats. Baby seats may be useful in the house but are not made to protect a baby in the 
vehicle and should not be used there. Use the carrier from birth until the child can sit well alone, at about 9 months of age. Many 
models can then be converted into upright, forward facing safety seats for toddlers. 
 

¶ An adult's arms are not safe. Ordinarily, a parent's arms are a very secure place for a child, but this is not so in a vehicle. Even if 
you are wearing a lap and shoulder belt yourself, the child would be torn from your grasp by the violent forces of a collision. 
Never put a belt around you and a child on your lap. Your own weight greatly increased by collision forces would press the belt 
deeply into the child's body; this could lead to serious or even fatal injuries. 

¶ Beginning with the very first rideςthe drive home from the hospitalςthe baby should be carried in an approved safety restraint. 

¶ As a rule, the back seat is safer than the front, and the center of the vehicle is safer than the sides. But bear in mind that a driver 
who must turn around frequently to check on children in the back may get into an accident situation. Insist that every passenger 
buckle up. Apart from the risk of themselves, unrestrained passengers often injure others who are belted in. 

 

South Dakota Codified Laws Chapter 32-37 Child Passenger Restraint System 
32-37-1. Use of system required ς Violations as petty offense. 
32-37-1.1. Operator to assure that passengers between ages five and eighteen wear seatbelts. 
32-37-1.2. Certain operators required to wear seatbelts. 
32-37-1.3. Passengers between ages fourteen and eighteen required to wear seatbelts. 
32-37-2. Exemptions. 
32-37-4. Violation not considered negligence or assumption of risk-evidence inadmissible. 
 
32-37-1. Use of system required ς Violations as petty offense. Any operator of any passenger vehicle transporting a child under five 
years of age on the streets and highways of this state shall properly secure the child in a child passenger restraint system according 
to its manufacturer's instructions. The child passenger restraint system shall meet Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard 213 as in effect January 1, 1981. The requirements of this section are met if the child is under five years of age and is 
at least forty pounds in weight by securing the child in a seatbelt. An operator who violates this section commits a petty offense. 
 
32-37-1.2. Certain operators required to wear seatbelts. Any operator of any passenger vehicle operated on a public street or 
highway in this state, who is at least fourteen years of age and under eighteen years of age, shall wear a properly adjusted and 
fastened safety seatbelt system, required to be installed in the passenger vehicle if manufactured pursuant to Federal Motor Vehicle 
 
Safety Standard Number 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208) in effect January 1, 1989, always when the vehicle is in motion. A violation of this 
section is a petty offense. 
 
32-37-2. Exemptions. The provisions of 32-37-1, 32-37-1.1, 32-37-1.2, and 32-37-1.3 do not apply in passenger cars manufactured 
before 1966 that have not been equipped with seatbelts. 
 
32-37-4. Violation not considered negligence or assumption of risk-evidence inadmissible. Failure to comply with the provisions of 
this chapter is not considered as contributory negligence, comparative negligence or assumption of the risk and is not admissible as 
evidence in the trial of any civil action. 
 

Car Seat Guide 
Infant Seats 
ωCƻǊ children up to 20 pounds 
ω!ƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǊŜŀǊǿŀǊŘ 
ωwŜŎƭƛƴŜ ол ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ 
 
Toddler/Convertible Car Seats 
ωCƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ пл ǇƻǳƴŘǎ 
ωCƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎΣ ǊŜŎƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ǊŜŀǊǿŀǊŘǎ 
ωCƻǊ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊǎΣ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ 
 
Booster Seats 
ωCƻǊ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƭeast 30 pounds 
ωaǳǎǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǇǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ 
ωCan be used with just a lap belt if it has a shield 
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A Car Seat is Used Incorrectly if: 
ωNot secured to the automobile with a seatbelt 
ω¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ǎǘǊŀǇǎ are not used or are very loose 
ω!ƴ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ 
ω! ǘƻǇ ǘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǇ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ 
 
{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ άōŀŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎeatbelts. For example: 
 

¶ ά{eatōŜƭǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ŎŀǊΦέ Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ undo a seatbelt. Crashes where a vehicle catches fire or sinks 
in deep water, and you are "trapped," seldom happen. Even if an accident such as this were to happen, a seatbelt may keep you 
ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ άƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ.έ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅou are conscious. 

¶ ά{eatōŜƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƴ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊƛǇǎΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ L ŀƳ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǿƴΦέ hǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 
within 25 miles of home. Many of them occur on roads posted at less than 45 mph. 

¶ ά{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΦέ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ 
are much better if you stay inside the vehicle. Seatbelts can keep you from being thrown out of your vehicle, into the path of 
another vehicle. 

¶ άLŦ L ƎŜǘ Ƙƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜΣ L ŀƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΤ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘ ǇƻƛƴǘΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ 
the side, it will move sideways. Everything in the vehicle that is not fastened down, including the passengers, will slide toward 
the point of crash, not away from it. 

¶ ά!ǘ ǎƭƻǿ ǎǇŜŜŘǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ ōǊŀŎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦϦ 9ǾŜƴ ŀǘ нр ƳǇƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ-on crash is the same as pedaling a bicycle full-speed 
into a brick wall or diving off a three-ǎǘƻǊȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ άōǊŀŎŜέ for that. 

 

Secure Your Load 
 
Driving with an unsecured load is both against the law and extremely dangerous. Drivers who fail to properly secure their load may 
face a costly fine and jail time if they cause a crash. A load must be securely fastened and is only considered secure when nothing 
can slide, shift, fall, or sift onto the roadway or become airborne. 
 
To secure your load in your vehicle or trailer: 

¶ Tie it down with rope, netting, or straps 

¶ Tie large objects directly to your vehicle or trailer 

¶ Consider covering the entire load with a sturdy tarp or netting 

¶ Do not overload your vehicle or trailer 

¶ Always double check your load to make sure it is secure 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ 
 

Trip Planning 
 
There are ways you can help reduce your driving costs. First, determine your overall transportation needs. For each trip, determine if 
it is necessary. If so, there may be times you do not need to drive yourself. You might ride with someone else or you could take 
public transportation if it is available. 
 
The best way to prolong the life of your car and save on fuel is to use it as little as possible. Trip planning can make your life easier 
and help cut down on your driving. 
 

¶ Take public transportation when it is available. 

¶ Avoid driving during heavy traffic. It causes extra wear and tear on you and the vehicle. 

¶ Use carpools or share rides whenever possible. 

¶ Plan, and then combine your trips. Make a list of the things you need and the places you need to go. Go to as many places as 
possible on any one trip. Try to reduce the number of places you need to go. This will cut down on the number of trips you need 
to take. 

¶ Call ahead to make sure that they have what you need or that what you are picking up is ready. 
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Basic Driving 
 

Starting the Engine 
 
/ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ ¢ƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜ ǇŜŘŀƭ and 
check the gear selector lever for park. Place the key in the ignition and turn the ignition switch to the on position. Check indicator 
lights and gauges (fuel level, ABS, air bags, and so on). Make sure the parking brake is on before you start the vehicle. If the vehicle 
has a manual transmission, it must not be in gear and in some vehicles the clutch must be depressed. 
 

Moving the Vehicle 
 
Move the ƎŜŀǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƻǊ ƭŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ά5έ όŘǊƛǾŜύΦ /ƘŜŎƪ ahead for a safe path and check for traffic to the sides and behind the vehicle. 
Signal and if safe, move your foot to the accelerator and press gently. Accelerate gradually and smoothly with the top of your foot 
on the pedal and the heel of your foot on the floor. Trying to start too fast can cause the drive wheels to spin, particularly on slippery 
surfaces, and cause the vehicle to slide. With a manual-shift vehicle, practice using the clutch and accelerator so that the engine 
does not over-rev or stall when shifting between gears. 
 

Stopping the Vehicle 
 
Check your mirrors for traffic to the rear of the vehicle. Move your foot from the accelerator to the brake pedal. Press with steady 
pressure until the vehicle comes to a stop. 
 
Be alert so that you know when you will have to stop well ahead of time. Stopping suddenly is dangerous and usually points to a 
driver who was not paying attention. When you brake quickly, you could skid and lose control of your vehicle. You also make it 
harder for drivers behind you to stop without hitting you. 
 
Try to avoid panic stops by seeing events well in advance. By slowing down or changing lanes, you may not have to stop at all and if 
you do, you can make a more gradual and safer stop. 
 

Steering 
 
The steering wheel is always turned in the direction you want the vehicle to move, whether 
moving forward or in reverse. Look well down the road and on both sides of the road, not at 
the road just in front of your vehicle. Look for traffic situations where you will need to steer 
before you get to them. This way, you have time to steer smoothly and safely. 
 

Hand Position 
Both hands should be placed on the outside of the steering wheel on opposite siŘŜǎΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ о ŀƴŘ ф ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ tƭŀŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ н ŀƴŘ мл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŀƴƎŜrous in 
a vehicle equipped with air bags. This position is comfortable and on high speed roads it allows turns without taking the hands off 
the wheel. Your grip on the steering wheel should be firm but gentle. Use your fingers instead of the palms of your hands and keep 
your thumbs up along the face of the steering wheel. Never turn the wheel while gripping it from the inside of the steering wheel. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƘŀƴŘ-over-ƘŀƴŘέ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǘǳǊƴΣ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴ 
out the steering wheel by hand. Letting it slip through your fingers could be dangerous. 
 
Note: Steering Wheel Locking Device ς bŜǾŜǊ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƭƻŎƪέ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
cause the steering to lock if you try to turn the steering wheel and you will lose control of the vehicle. 
 

Controlling Speed 
The best way not to speed is to know how fast you are going. Check the speedometer often. People are not very good at judging 
how fast they are going. It is easy to be traveling much faster than you think. This is especially true when you leave high speed roads 
and are driving on much slower local roads. Follow the speed limit signs. They are there for safety. 
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Backing Up 
 
To safely back up the vehicle, you should: 

¶ Check behind the vehicle before you get in. Children and small objects cannot be seen from the 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ 

¶ tƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΦ DǊŀǎǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мн ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
with your left hand. Place your right arm on the back of the passenger seat and look directly through 
the rear window. Use your mirrors for backing up but keep in mind that these mirrors do not show 
the area immediately behind the vehicle. 

¶ Accelerate gently and smoothly, keeping your speed slow. The vehicle is much harder to steer while 
you are backing up. Steer slightly in the direction the rear of the vehicle should move. If backing up 
while turning, make quick checks to the front and sides. Continue looking to the rear until coming to a 
complete stop. 
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Rules of the Road 
 

Yielding Right-of-Way 
 
Yielding right-of-way rules provide drivers with guidance for situations when other drivers or 
pedestrians are present. These rules determine which driver should yield the right-of-way and the 
sequence for entering and driving through an intersection or other driving scenarios. 
 
Although yielding right-of-way rules provide a guide to determine who should yield the right-of-way, 
no one should assume he or she automatically has the right-of-way. The situation and circumstances 
at the intersection must always be considered. 
 
You should yield the right-of-way to: 

¶ The driver who is at or arrives before you at the intersection 

¶ Drivers in the opposing traffic lane when you are making a left turn 

¶ The driver on your right at an all-way stop intersection if both of you arrive at the intersection at 
the same time 

¶ Drivers on a public highway if you are entering the highway from a driveway or a private road 

¶ Drivers already on a limited access or interstate highway if you are on the entrance or 
acceleration ramp 

¶ Pedestrians, bicyclists, and other drivers who are still in the intersection 
 

Funeral Processions 
Only the first vehicle in a funeral procession must obey traffic signs and signals. Vehicles in the 
procession must have headlights on. Do not cut into or interfere with a funeral procession. 
 

Traffic Control Devices 
 
Traffic control devices include traffic signals, signs, pavement markings, and directions provided by law enforcement, highway 
personnel, and school crossing guards. 
 

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB) 
The pedestrian hybrid beacon (PHB) is a traffic control device designed to help pedestrians safely cross busy or higher-speed 
roadways at midblock crossings and uncontrolled intersections. The beacon head consists of two red lenses above a single yellow 
lens. The lenses remain "dark" until a pedestrian desiring to cross the street pushes the call button to activate the beacon. The signal 
then initiates a yellow to red lighting sequence consisting of steady and flashing lights that direct motorists to slow and come to a 
stop. The pedestrian signal then flashes a ΨWALKΩ display to the pedestrian. Once the pedestrian has safely crossed, the hybrid 
beacon goes dark again. 
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Traffic Signals 
 
Traffic signals are lights that tell you when or where you should stop, slow down, and go. Traffic lights 
are usually at intersections and are red, yellow, and green from top to bottom. There are some 
intersections and other locations where there are single green, yellow, or red lights. In some 
metropolitan areas, traffic lights are horizontal, instead of vertical, and the red light is on the left, the 
yellow light is in the middle, and the green light is on the right. 
 
 

RED 
A steady RED traffic light means come to a complete stop. This device is to alert you of the red light and that you must 
stop. You must wait until the traffic light turns green and there is no crossing traffic before you may proceed. If you are 
turning right, you may turn after coming to a complete stop if it is safe to do so and if there is no sign 
prohibiting turning on a red light. Be careful of pedestrians crossing in front of the vehicle. When turning 
on red, stop first, yield to all traffic including pedestrians, bicyclists, and cars before proceeding safely 
and staying in your lane. A flashing RED traffic light means the same as a stop sign. You must come to a 
complete stop and then may go when it is safe to do so. 

 
A RED arrow means you must stop and that you cannot go in the direction of the arrow. You may 
proceed when the red arrow goes out and a green arrow or light comes on. 
 

 

YELLOW 
A steady YELLOW traffic light means use caution because the light will soon turn red. You must stop if it is 
safe to do so. If you are in the intersection when the yellow light comes on, do not stop but continue 
through the intersection. A flashing YELLOW traffic light means slow down and proceed with caution. 
 
A YELLOW arrow means that the protection of a green arrow is ending. If you are turning in the direction 
of the arrow, you should prepare to stop and give the right-of-way to oncoming traffic before turning. If 
you are turning left, a flashing YELLOW arrow traffic light means you may cautiously enter the 
intersection to make the turn indicated by the arrow when it is safe to do so after yielding to 
oncoming traffic and pedestrians. Oncoming traffic will have a green light. 
 
 
 

 

GREEN 
A steady GREEN traffic light means you can go through the intersection, but you must yield to emergency vehicles and others as 
required by law. If you are stopped and then the light turns green, you must allow crossing traffic to clear the intersection before 

you proceed. If turning left, a steady green traffic light means you may turn, but only when safe to do so. Oncoming traffic 
has the right-of-way. Be alert for signs that prohibit left turns. When turning right or left, watch for pedestrians crossing in 
front of the vehicle. 
 
A GREEN arrow means you can safely turn in the direction of the arrow. There should be no oncoming or 
crossing traffic while the arrow is green 
 
 

 
If a traffic control signal is out of operation or is not functioning properly, the vehicle facing a: 

1. Green signal may proceed with caution as indicated in South Dakota Codified Law (SDCL) 32-28-2; 
2. Yellow signal may proceed with caution as indicated in SDCL 32-28-3; 
3. Red or completely unlighted traffic signal shall stop in the same manner as if the vehicle were at a stop sign. 
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Traffic Signs 
 
Traffic signs tell about traffic rules, hazards, roadway locations, roadway directions, and the location of roadway services. The shape, 
color, symbols, and words of these signs give clues to the type of information they provide. 
 

Warning Signs 
These signs tell a driver of possible danger that may be ahead, such as warning to slow down and be prepared to stop if necessary or 
that a hazard or special situation is on the roadway ahead. These signs are usually yellow with black lettering or symbols and are 
diamond shaped. Some warning signs may be fluorescent yellow, such as school zones, school crossing, and pedestrian crossing. 
Some common warning signs are shown below. 
 

 
Cross Road Ahead 

 
Side Road Ahead 

 
T-Intersection 

 
Y-Intersection 

 
Curvy Road 

 
Right Curve 

 
Divided Highway 

 
Divided Highway 

 
Lane Ends 

 
Merging Traffic 

 
Added Lane 

 
Traffic Signal 

 
Stop Sign Ahead 

 
Sharp Curve 

 
Advisory Speed Around Curve 

 
School Crossing 

 
Pedestrian Crossing 

 
Share the Road with Bicycles 

 
Bicycle Crossing 

 
Slippery When Wet 

 
Deer/Animal Crossing 

 
Steep Hill 

 
Roundabout 

 
Low Clearance Ahead 

 
Advisory Speed Plate 

 

Railroad Crossing Warning Signs 
Many railroad crossings have signs or signals to caution about highway-railroad grade crossings. Some common railroad crossing 
warning signs and signals are shown here. 
 
A round yellow warning sign with ŀƴ ά·έ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ άwwέ letters is placed along the road before a highway-
railroad grade crossing. The sign cautions to slow down, look, and listen for a train or railroad vehicle, and to be 
prepared to stop if a train is approaching. 
 

A white, X-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǎƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ άwŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎέ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘ is located at the highway-railroad 
grade crossing. When a train or railroad vehicle is approaching the intersection, you must stop behind the stop 
line or before the intersection is clear. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άŎǊƻǎǎ-ōǳŎƪέ ǎƛƎƴΦ 
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At highway-railroad grade crossings with more than one train track, the number of tracks will 
be posted. These signs warn that there is more than one track and that there may be more 
than one train crossing. Not all highway-railroad grade crossings with more than one train 
track will have these signs though, so it is important to check for more than one track, train, or 
railroad vehicle at each highway-railroad grade crossing. Not all highway-railroad grade 
crossings have lights. 
 
At some crossings, along with the cross-buck sign, you will see side-by-side lights that will flash alternately when a 

train is approaching. When the lights are flashing, you must stop. At some crossings there is also a crossing gate that will lower when 
a train is coming. Do not drive around the gate. Some crossings also have a bell or a horn that will sound. Do not cross until the bell 
or horn has stopped. 
 
Railroad Emergency Notification System (ENS) 

¶ Every crossing has an emergency dispatch phone number for contacting the railroad to report problems with the crossing, tracks 
or train. 

¶ The ENS number is typically located on a blue sign on the railroad crossing sign or near the crossing (example of sign below). 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ 5h¢ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ so emergency crews or railroad personnel 
can respond. 

 
 

This information is crucial for ALL DRIVERS to know. This is the best and most efficient way to contact the railroads if there is a 
problem at the crossing or if something is blocking the tracks. By providing the DOT numbers the dispatchers know exactly where 
the crossing is and can notify trains moving in that direction to either come to stop or be placed on a speed restriction. 
 

Work Zone Signs 
These are generally diamond or rectangular shaped and orange with black letters or symbols. These construction, maintenance, or 
emergency operation signs alert of work zones ahead and warn that people are working on or near the roadway. These warnings 
include workers ahead, reduced speed, detours, slow-moving construction equipment, and poor or suddenly changing road surfaces. 
 

 
Flagger Ahead 

 
Workers Ahead 

 
Road Construction 

 
One Lane Road 

 
Detour 

 
Drum 

 
Cone 

 
Tube 

 
Baricade 

 
Road Closed 

 

In work zones, traffic may be controlled by a person with a sign or flag to tell you which 
direction to travel, to slow down, or to stop. You must follow their instructions. 
 
Barriers, such as drums, cones, tubes (panels), and barricades are used to keep traffic out of 
hazardous work zones. Along with signs and road markings, they guide you safely through 
the work zone. Barriers may be used to keep drivers from entering closed roads or other 
areas where it is dangerous to drive. Temporary traffic signals may be used in work zones. 
You may see a warning sign showing a symbol of a traffic signal. Stop at the white line, if 
present. 
 
DƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀ άōǊŀƪŜΦέ wŜŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪ ȊƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƛƭƎŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǿƻǊk 
zones. Fines for speeding in a work zone may be doubled. 
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Regulatory Signs 
These signs are square, rectangular, or have a special shape and are white with black, red, or green letters and/or symbols. These 
signs tell about specific laws that you must obey, such as rules for traffic direction, lane use, turning, speed, parking, and other 
special situations. Some regulatory signs have a red circle with a red slash over a symbol, which prohibits certain actions. 
 
Some common types of regulatory signs are shown below: 
 

 
No Left Turn 

 
No Right Turn 

 
No U-Turn 

 
Straight 

 
Left Turn Only 

 
Straight or Turn 

 
No Parking 

 
Do Not Enter 

 
Fines Double 

 
Traffic Signal 

 

Speed Limit Signs 
These signs are black and white, and they indicate the maximum safe speed allowed or the minimum safe speed required. The 
maximum limit should be driven only in ideal driving conditions and you must reduce your speed when conditions require it. For 
example, you should reduce your speed when the roadway is slippery, during rain, snow, icy conditions, or when it is foggy and 
difficult to see clearly down the road. Some high-speed roads have minimum speed limits and you are required to travel at least this 
fast to not be a hazard to other drivers. If the minimum posted speed is too fast for you, you should use another road. 
 

 
Stop Sign 
A stop sign has eight sides and is red with white letters. You must stop behind the stop line or crosswalk, if one is 
present, or before the stop sign itself. Look for crossing vehicles and pedestrians in all directions and yield the right-
of-way. 
 

 

Yield Sign 
A yield sign is a red and white downward-pointing triangle with red letters. It means you must slow down and yield 
the right-of-way to traffic in the intersection you are crossing or the roadway you are entering. 
 

One-Way Street 
These signs tell you that traffic flows only in the direction of the arrow. Do not turn in the opposite 
direction of the arrow. Never drive the wrong way on a one-way street. 
 

No Passing Signs 
These signs tell you where passing is not permitted. Passing areas are based on how far you 
can see ahead. They consider unseen hazards such as hills and curves, intersections, 
driveways and other places a vehicle may enter the roadway. These signs, along with 
pavement markings, indicate where you can pass another vehicle, the beginning and ending 
of a passing zone or where you may not pass. Where it is permitted to pass, you may do so 
only if it is safe. Be aware of road conditions and other vehicles. 

 
 
 


